IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE

Text: Luke 2:41-52 (read Luke 2:36-52)
Reading: Psalm 40, Philippians 2:1-11.
Theme: Even at the age of 12 Jesus was aware of his divine nature and his unique task.
Purpose: To emphasize the awareness Jesus had of his divine nature and task, and that he did this for his people. 

Some of you may have seen the movie, “My Big Fat Greek Wedding”. It is about a Greek family who live in the United States. The father of the family, Mr Porticolus, is always tracing the origin of English words to the Greek language. Many of his word studies are fictitious, yet many English words do come from the Greek language. 
For instance, the word biography comes from two Greek words – bios meaning life, and graphien meaning to write. So a biography is a written account of the life of a person. It usually begins with a person’s birth and covers the whole life and achievements of a person until his death. Countless biographies have been written about e.g. (show a few…)

Some people think of the gospels as biographies of the life of Jesus, but that is not so; they are not even treatments of the entire life of Jesus. Rather, they are gospels; they are inspired accounts of the good news about him. They were written to proclaim the truth about Jesus as God’s Son so that we might believe in him and have eternal life. 

They are highly selective records. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Luke recorded what he believed was important for his gospel. Luke tells us about the birth of Jesus but after that very little is said about the first thirty years of his life. Out of all these years between his birth and the beginning of his public ministry Luke only tells us one incident. 

There were many apocryphal or made up stories about Jesus as a child. 
They tell how lions and leopards worshipped him. They claim that as an infant Jesus said to a palm; “Bend down and refresh my mother with your fruit.” In another story Jesus made models of 12 sparrows out of soft clay and then clapped his hands and they came alive and flew away. There is no substance or truth to any of those. 

What we have just read is the only inspired account of an incident in the childhood of Jesus. This also gives us his first recorded words. Luke, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, obviously thought this was important. 

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth, in the North of Israel. Every year Joseph went down to Jerusalem, a distance of over 100 kms, to celebrate the feast of the Passover. 
The Old Testament law required all adult Jewish males to go to the central place of worship three times a year for the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Booths, and the Passover. (Deut 16) Because the Jews were so widely spread many of them could only get to one of these. The women were not required to attend but many did. Joseph and Mary were godly and faithful and they wanted to go there together. 

At a certain age Jewish boys would become a Bar Mitzvah, that is, a “son of the law”. We are not sure just what that age was but it was around 12 or 13. After that they too would have to attend these religious festivals in Jerusalem. 

Usually people from a village or town would travel together. After the feast the families returned home along with their relatives and friends and neighbours. 
It was common for the women and children to set off first because they were slower and then the men would leave later and catch up to them. 

Jesus was in between being a boy and a man. Mary assumed Jesus was with Joseph, and Joseph assumed Jesus was with her. When they all stopped for the night they found he was with neither of them! They asked around their family and friends and he was not with them either!

This is every parent’s nightmare. Maybe one of your children has gone missing at some time - in a park or the supermarket or a shopping mall – and you can remember how worried you were!
 
At first light the next morning they headed back the way they had come to look for him, and then spent the next day searching for him in the city. Luke mentions three days (vs 46) – a day out, a day back, and a day of looking. 

Eventually they found him in the temple courts, “sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” (vs 46) 
The teachers were the rabbis, and there were many of them in Jerusalem, especially at the time of the Passover. They were the experts on the Torah, the law, and on the rest of the Scriptures. They discussed the law among themselves and were also supposed to teach the people of Israel.
 
This event foreshadowed what would come later on, because, in his ministry, Jesus had many discussions and debates with the rabbis. He could have quoted the words of Psalm 119; “I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statues. I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.” (vs 100f) But here he was inquiring, he was interested, he was eager to learn.

We need to pause a moment and think about the two natures of Christ – that he was both God and man. He was the eternal Son of God who left heaven and took on a human nature. The Nicene Creed says, He “came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man.” He was fully God and fully man, two natures in the one person. 

In his human person he had to grow. Like any other child he grew physically and mentally. Luke tells us that in verses 40 & 52; He “grew and became strong”… he “grew in wisdom and stature…” As a human being he not only developed in his body but also in knowledge. 

There is a mystery here and we can’t fully understand this; there is a lot we don’t know about his growth in knowledge of who he was. But he did learn from his parents; and he learned from hearing the reading of the Scriptures in the synagogue on the Sabbath; and now that he was in Jerusalem he relished this opportunity of learning from these rabbis! But how much did he know? Did he know who he was? The next verses answer that. 

In verse 48 we read; “When his parents saw him they were astonished.” The word means to be overwhelmed or to be struck out. They were astounded by what they saw; they had not expected this at all. 

In verse 48b we read; “His mother said to him, “Son, why have your treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
It is usually the mother who is the first to speak in a situation like this, and Mary spoke out of all the pent up emotion and anxiety of the last three days. The word translated “anxious” is a strong work meaning great distress or pain. 
Her reaction is understandable and a natural one for a parent. But she had forgotten what the angel Gabriel had said to her. She had overlooked the remarkable events of his birth. 

Jesus himself had to remind her of who he was. He was genuinely surprised that his parents were worried about him; they should have known where he would be and what he would be doing. He said (vs 49); “Why were you searching for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” These words are the heart and core of this passage. 

He explained that he had to be in his Father’s house. The Greek word means, “it is necessary”. These first recorded words of Jesus introduce a repeated theme of his life. There was a divine necessity about everything he did. He was under the direction of his Father, following his guidance, doing his will, obeying his commands. 
It wasn’t a matter of compulsion; rather he did this willingly, gladly, voluntarily. He had to do this because this is why he had come. 

“I had to be in my Father’s house.”

Here he described his unique relationship with God. Already at the age of twelve he knew that he was God’s One and Only Son; he knew that he was the second person of the trinity, he was divine, he was God’s Son who had come from heaven. 

This is why the rabbis were amazed at his understanding and his answers to their questions. (vs 47) Jesus had a knowledge that far surpassed that of any other human person because he was both God and man. 

If you read through the Old Testament there are few references to God as a Father. They are there, but they are not common. Believers did not think of God with the intimacy and closeness of a father and son, or a father and his daughter. 
But Jesus taught a new way of relating to God. He was the natural Son of God, while we are adopted into God’s family; yet because of Jesus all of us who believe in him can call God our Father, my Father. 

Jesus spoke about his divine necessity, about his relationship with his heavenly Father, and also about the task he had been given: he had to be in his Father’s house. 

There is some uncertainty about the best translation of this phrase because the Greek text leaves it open ended; it reads, “in the of my Father”, leaving us to supply a word. Some supply, “in my Father’s house”, others supply, in my Father’s business”. Rather than choosing an either or it seems best to go for a both and! 

He was in his Father’s house doing his Father’s work. The work of God the Father is the work of salvation, and that was also the work of the Lord Jesus. He had come to save his people from their sins. He had come to take our guilt on himself and to die in our place. 

He was in the building and the city that pictured all this. 
The morning and evening sacrifices of a lamb at the temple anticipated the work he would do. 
The offering of all these Passover lambs in Jerusalem was a picture of his sacrificial death on the cross. Even though he was only young it was fitting and proper that he should be in Jerusalem, and in his Father’s house, and learning about the work he had come to do. 

He would wait another 18 years before he began his public ministry and would take up this work. During those years he lived in Nazareth with his parents and was obedient to them. (Verse 51) This too was part of his humanity and his obedience to God’s will. He was the Son of God but he willingly submitted himself to his earthly parents knowing that God had placed them in authority over him. There is a lesson in this for all children and young people!

Joseph and Mary heard what Jesus said to them, but they did not understand it. 
That is somewhat surprising given the revelations that they received about his birth and who he was and what he would do.
But this was typical of the response of many to Jesus, even among his family and his disciples. They did not understand that he was God’s Son and the Messiah who had been promised to Israel. 
“But his mother treasured all these things in her heart.” (vs 51b)

What about you? We have the complete revelation about Jesus in both the Old and the New Testament. Do you understand who he is? 
Do you believe that he is God and man, divine and human? 
Do you believe he is God’s Son?
Do you believe he came to do the work of his Father?
Do you believe that he is your Lord and Saviour?
Do you treasure these things in your heart and ponder them and think about them so that you might know Jesus better, 
love him more, 
and follow him closely?

Amen


